Herzfeld Fabricators Inc. (HFD) was
formed in 1969 as a companion com-
pany to Atlas Power Inc., a leading
gas compressor leasing company in
the north Texas, U.S.A., region spe-
cializing in custom design and fabrica-
tion. An authorized packager of
Gardner Denver, Ariel, Le Roi and
Boss compressors, HFI spent the
1970s and 1980s fabricating all the
rental units for Atlas Power Inc.

“In the late 1990s, it became evi-
dent that a large-scale expansion was
required to keep pace with the de-
velopment of the Barnett Shale and
other fields spurred on by the in-
crease in gas prices,” said Charles
Herzfeld, president of the Wichita
Falls, Texas-based HFI. Atlas con-
tracted with Oil and Gas Advisors
Inc. of Dallas, Texas, to explore the
avenues of an expansion or sale. In
November 2000, Atlas was sold to JW
Operating Inc.

At the time of the sale, the officers
within Atlas Power decided to begin
operating under the affiliate Herzfeld
Fabricators Inc. with an emphasis on
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Herzfeld Fabricators is currently in-
volved with projects in Dickens
County and in Wichita county, Texas.
“In Wichita County we're involved in
some old production that's been there
since 1938,” said Herzfeld. “There is
some very, very rich gas there. They
cessing equipment on a relatively drilled some new wells in the Kamay
small volume, say up to 1 to 1.5 : Field and gathered up about 150,000
MMcfd (28,316 to 42,475 m%/dl. In the : to 200,000 mcfd [4246 to 5663 m?/d],
early 1980s, HFI began procuring and but it's about 2000 btu, so there is a
refurbishing small refrigeration plants great deal of liquids in it. We buy that
for stripping gas liquids. What we are gas from the producer, strip it of its
looking for are people who have cas- liquids, and flare the residue. Plans
ing head gas production, which is are in the works to install generation
rich in liquids, and there is no mar- equipment for lease use.”
ket for the gas. Any time there is a In situations where no residue mar-
market, usually the market wants the ket exists, HFI can install gas engine-
liquids. In counties west of Wichita driven generators fueled by the
Falls, Texas, toward Abilene and plant’s tailgate gas to provide electric-
Lubbock, there is a lot of oil produc- ity to use on their location. It can also
tion going on and there are few lines install a PLC and related equipment
available for selling gas. So what we to use in conjunction with the local
do is go in and buy the gas from the utility to displace some or all of the
producer for a price, strip the liquids electricity the customer is purchasing.
out of it, and operate the equipment. The second priority after the sale of
Then, perhaps, even burn the tailgate Atlas Power was to keep packaging
to produce electricity.” compressors. “That’s what we've been

expanding the processing division it
began in the 1980s and continuing to
package gas compressors for sale.

“We decided to attack the natural :
gas industry from two points,” said
Herzfeld. “One was to find more
deals where we could install gas pro-
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